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There has besn & magnificent responze to
against the Governments Housing Bill. So fax,

ga
it cryetal clear that they dont want o be ial

pz’ia@‘b@ a:a@l ‘éi In Hexdhan, Scarsbrook,; and
w*%*% rly every tenant has been contacted,
dut zmn@@, Ho ‘s;ag with the Council.
Despite its wopopularity with tenants ri
country, the Housing Bill has now bec@m\,
ghould not be despondent. The Governumsnh .
4o concede ballots on sstates threatened %flezﬂ take=0ver Ty
Housing Action Trusts(HATs), ,
- O Tulse Hill esizte we can prevent 'the:e 233.@,&.1 r@gxta 2nd
REFRESHMENTS . CHILDREN WELCOME. ' low security of private lendlords. Make sure you elitend
S : the Tenants meatmg o1 S&mmy 22nd January at ﬁ i § in' the
$ub11ee Ea,l '
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BUYING OR BOUGHT YOUR FLAT ?
o . .| HATS CAMPAIGN
- T 7 ] THE NEW. HOUSING BILL..

Produced by Tulse Hill Tenants Assocciation (THETA)




Some tenents are itaking up the fright to buy? for financial
reasons or to gain securiity of ftenure. 4 lease<hold agree=
ment can give greater security, but only so long as the
leasee can maintain their side of the sgreement.
The sdvanteges of staying with Lembeth for fensnts are clear.
Thers are alsc good reasons why leasees will also be better
eff.
# Lambeth has pledged to keep thelr fgervice charge! down
tc £11/week for five years. Under a private landlord the
charge is likely to be much higher and different scales of
charges could be operated on the same estate,
#* Under private landlord; . there could be msuy addiltional
charges for menagement fees, repalrs and dscorating cosis.
There is no legal limit to such charges.
* Lembeth have, by law, to tell tenants exercising thelr
right %o buy, what improvements they are planning in the
next three years sand charges that the leasee would pay,
before any agreement is gigned. This would not apply if
an &state is hended over %o a privete landlord. 4 recent
report suggests that it would cost £20 000000 to do up
Tulse Hill egtate~ & private landlord could borrow this and
then charge sach leasee~=£20 000 each!

~ Failure by a leasee to pay any charges would breask the
agresment and the landlord could evict thew wmd sell the
flat at full market price. Leaszees have a common interest
with tenanits in staying with the Council.

4 ballot of tenants is o be held after Angell and Lough-
‘porough Tenants Association campaign against HATs.

~Qver 80% of tensnits have signed a petition saying that
they do not want to be taken over by z HAT. HATS give no

- guerentees about future security or rent after a set pericd.
Watch out for campaign stalls in Brixton and give support.

Not content with slashing Council resources snd encouraging
private landlords to tske over estates, the new Housing

- Finance Bill threstens to blow Council housing apart. (nos
again, tenants will be the victims. '

The proposals are complicated and THETA will be producing
& detailed briefing in the futuve, but the overall effect

will-be to strangle Councils fimanclally and drive up
rentz. The three main parits ares

1. Housing Benefits to be paid from out of the Councils
Eousing Subsidy, rather than from general taxzation, as i
the past. Thet means the burden of Housing Benefit payme
falling on fenants who pay rent. '

2. 4iny ‘subsidy? of rents from local rates will be outlawsd.
%, Rent rises will be required %o be set al 'market levels®.
{equivalent to private sector rents)

Tenants do not get tax relief on rent , like home-owners

do on mortgages. The new Housing Bill will meke tenants
even worse off, ;

Over 50 tenants have been involved so far- petitioning,
delivering, producing information, phctocopging typing.
doing graphics. making posters or just ettending
meetings snd talking %o other tenantes. ANy interest or
help is welcome. You don't need to be an expert on housing
mstters~ just have a desire to stop private landloxrds
taking over the estate.
If you are unable to attend the meeting on 22nd Janvary,
lease contact: - B g
gaul " 34 Cherry Close 671 1642
Bama,/Iynn 11 CGreenleai Close 674 0312



